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RR#5 (Percy) 

“Am I Right?!” 

For there is nothing the educator can do to provide this need of the student. 

Everything the educator does only succeeds in becoming, for the student, part of 

the educational package. The highest role of the educator is the maieutic role of 

Socrates: to help the student come to himself not as a consumer of experience but 

as a sovereign individual. (Percy). 

 Walker Percy’s “The Loss of the Creature” written in 1954 contains valid issues 

concerning ethnographic studies in 2010. He utilizes the analogy of visitors’ reactions to the 

Grand Canyon as he explains his theories regarding “assumptions” and “symbolic complexes.” 

As he uncovers dialectic ideologies and offers supports for his arguments regarding tourist 

exploitation, sovereignty, function, and naturalism under the umbrella of “subversion,” I found 

the above quote of interest on which to focus this Reader Response.  

This quote caught my attention for two reasons.  The first involves the ethnographic 

observations I have performed in one certain professor’s classroom and his “one repetitious 

rhetorical comment” and the second involves my position as a composition 1002 instructor 

trying to teach the many rhetorical techniques of writing to my students. Teaching so that 

students actually make self discoveries takes a bit of creative and inventive measures. It requires 

“dangling the carrot,” backward mapping, patience, and hope that goals for competencies will 

actualize. 

As I observed a professor’s class this last week, I noted how she makes bold statements 

and then ends the sentence with, “Am I right?!” At first I felt this repetitive comment annoying, 

merely rhetorical intimidation forcing the student to remain a “consumer,”and just something 

said to fill time and make noise, but I now realize what that professor tried to do. In giving 

assignments for class activities, she does not get up and just say what the class is going to do that 

day. She acts it out. She becomes the example. Then she sits down and says not more. After 

students do their in class presentations and sit down, this professor loudly explodes such 

comments as “Kazaam! Good work!” or “Excellent! And you know how much I hate to give 

compliments!” or “That was great! My health bar just rose to the top!” She also states: “This is 

the pick me up I needed. As you give such great presentations, I feel motivated to do better! Am 

I Right?!” What this professor does is takes students out of their academic stupor of mechanical 

motions, their consumerism, and shakes their intellectual nodes to develop thoughts, to consider, 

analyzing what has occurred and what will occur during that class period. They begin to exercise 



their thinking processes and make connections, and if you will, discoveries about education and 

what it is about, on their own. 

As I desired for my students to make these same discoveries, I felt that I was letting them 

down even though I prepared and taught the practical information necessary for successful 

academic writing. They learned things they did not know before, but from me, not from 

themselves. Last week seemed the most disheartening as I have been specifically teaching a few 

rhetorical tropes. I assigned students to find some of these tropes in their reading and mark them 

as part of their homework. When we convened for class discussion and I asked them to share 

what they had found, they seemed insecure and nervous about what they had or had not found. 

So, I suggested we do more review and that I would then share with them tropes I had found. I 

was only on the second one, when one of my students excitedly sat straight up and with wide 

sparkling eyes exclaimed, “I marked that one!!! I knew it must be a trope, but I did not know 

which one, but I knew it!!!” I sat there and beamed. I shared with the class that this was a 

milestone and great news! Learning to identify tropes in someone else’s writing takes practice, 

however now with Sierra’s self discovery, each class member hopefully will be motivated to 

know that the tropes are there and they will improve in finding them. 

In sum, I understand what Percy was trying to say when he felt that students need to 

experience self discoveries in the classroom and not be merely taught by instructors. Student 

discoveries epitomize the purpose of education. Making the student the sovereign instead of the 

consumer in a classroom situation turns the learning process from student mandated to student 

choice. For the next class project, my students will be working on grammar PowerPoints. I will 

prepare one, be the example, and say nothing more. After students present their PowerPoints, we 

will gather and discuss what occurred. I will point out my positive observations of their work and 

sit and watch as they make connections as to what they saw and what was good. I may even 

bravely “explete” my bravado with the rhetorical adage: “Am I Right!?” 


